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The meeting was held February 24-25, 2012 at the AVMA Conference Center in Schaumburg, Illinois.  All 21 of the currently AVMA-recognized specialties were represented as follows:
Dr. Lynn Anderson, Vice-Chair, representing American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine (ACLAM)

Dr. John Bauer, representing American College of Veterinary Nutrition (ACVN)

Dr. William Fenner, representing American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine (ACVIM)

Dr. Denny French, representing American Board of Veterinary Practitioners (ABVP)
Dr. Ronette Gehring, representing American College of Veterinary Clinical Pharmacology (ACVCP) (by teleconference)
Dr. Bob Hall, representing American College of Veterinary Pathologists (ACVP)
Dr. Joanne Hardy, representing American College of Veterinary Surgeons (ACVS)

Dr. Colin Harvey, representing American Veterinary Dental College (AVDC)

Dr. Chris Hayhow, representing American College of Veterinary Microbiologists (ACVM)
Dr. Andris Kaneps (alternate), representing American College of Veterinary Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation (ACVSMR): this college is in the provisional stages of recognition
Dr. Suzanne Kennedy-Stoskopf, representing American College of Zoological Medicine (ACZM)

Dr. John MacDonald, Member-at-Large, representing American College of Veterinary Dermatology (ACVD)
Dr. Mike Murphy, representing American Board of Veterinary Toxicology (ABVT)

Dr. Robert Murtaugh, representing American College of Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care

(ACVECC)

Dr. Dale Paccamonti, representing American College of Theriogenologists (ACT)

Dr. Robert Pechman, representing American College of Veterinary Radiology (ACVR)
Dr. Jean Sander, representing American College of Poultry Veterinarians (ACPV) 
Dr. John Sanders, representing American College of Veterinary Preventive Medicine (ACVPM) (by teleconference)
Dr. Janyce Seahorn, Chair, representing American College of Veterinary Anesthesiologists (ACVA)
Dr. Valarie Tynes, representing American College of Veterinary Behaviorists (ACVB)
Dr. David Whitley, representing American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists (ACVO)

A recommendation by the ABVS was sent to the Council on Education (COE) for continued full recognition of the twenty recognized specialty colleges that submitted annual reports.  Additionally, five year in-depth reports were submitted by five specialty colleges, including the ACVA.  The ABVS approved a motion that a recommendation be sent to the COE for continued full recognition of all five colleges that were reviewed.   Dr. Lydia Donaldson, as always, did a superb job in organizing our five year in-depth report and our annual report.  
New Specialty Organizations and Specialties

The ABVS approved a motion to accept the interim report from the American College of Veterinary Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation (ACVSMR) and to send a recommendation to the COE to recommend continued provisional recognition of ACVSMR.


An oral report on the Veterinary Acupuncture Organizing committee was presented.  The Organizing committee has been dormant for several years and was reminded in 2012 that the deadline to submit a petition was November 1 of last year.  The ABVS encouraged the acupuncture organizing committee to resubmit a new petition and to pursue the possibility of structuring as a subspecialty under an existing recognized specialty college, such as the ACVA.

The ABVS approved a motion to accept the liaisons’ progress report on the development of the Shelter Medicine specialty. 


The ABVS received as information an oral report on the North American Academy of Veterinary Orthopedic Surgery (NAAVOS) Organizing committee. The request by NAAVOS to form as veterinary subspecialty was been turned down by ACVS.  


The ABVS received as information a report on the proposed new specialty, College of Equine Dentistry. The specialty intends to submit a petition to both the ABVS and the EBVS (European Board of Veterinary Specialties) for dual recognition.

The ABVS received as information an update on the petition from the American College of Animal Welfare which was not granted provisional recognition in 2011 despite an affirmative vote by the ABVS.   ADDENDUM:  During August of 2012, the AVMA executive board voted to provisionally recognize the American College of Animal Welfare as a specialty organization.

The ABVS approved a motion making the ad hoc International Relations Committee a standing committee of the ABVS.  This committee was created to encourage international collaboration among like specialty colleges and has been instrumental in the attendance of EBVS and ABVS representatives at one another’s annual meeting for the past several years.

The ABVS approved a motion for an ad hoc Certification-Membership Functional Separation subcommittee to develop proposed language to permit the existence of separate certification and membership organizations.  This committee will suggest changes to the ABVS policy and procedures document which will allow a recognized specialty college to separate certification and membership organizations if this separation would better suit the individual college.

Dr. Bonnie Wright is our new ABVS representative.  I hope she enjoy the experience as much as I did.  I would like to thank everyone for the opportunity to serve as your ABVS representative for the last nine years.

Sincerely,

Janyce Seahorn

