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ACVA 2012



ACVA Certifying Exam Committee Report   
The 2012 Exam Committee;
Chair – Melissa Sinclair
3rd yr  (finish 2012)– Diane Wilson, Elizabeth Martinez, Gwen Touzot-Jourde (N Campbell replacement)
2nd yr (finish 2013) - Chris Egger, Jane Quandt, Tammy Grubb, Manuel Martin Flores
1st yr (finish 2014) – Peter Pascoe, Stephanie Berry, Alex Valverde, Julie Smith
Ex-officio – Khursheed Mama
Exam committee now has 13 people, based on the new bylaws (2011 implementation).  

It has also been implemented that we have 4 replacements / year.  Stephanie Berry was enrolled for a 1 year term in 2011 and asked to remain.  Tammy Grubb was enrolled as a 2 year term to fill these numbers.

Essay Sub-Committee
The essay subcommittee meeting took place in December 2011 at the University of Guelph.  Room chairs (decided in Nashville 2011), exam chair and ex-officio attended. The idea of this sub-committee was initiated in 2010, with the first meeting in Jan 2011 in Colorado.
2nd Annual Essay Sub-Committee Members:

Bruno Pypendop, Melissa Sinclair

Diane Wilson, Jane Quandt, Chris Egger
The essay sub-committee decided on essay topics based on the Prometrics Domains outlined previously.  The 2011 Essay topics were chosen based on previous essay questions.  The exam committee meeting in Nashville, Tn, 2011 voted in favour to remove the basic and applied sections, reduce the number of essay questions available/day to 6 and to have 2 core essay topics per day that the candidate would answer.  The essay sub-committee worked to define and begin the essay writing for the 2012 examination with the following goals and structure:
Essay Development Goals
· Develop 12 Excellent Essays
· Question
· Weighting
· Key points for answer
· References
· Remembering that essay questions
· Limit <2”Domains”
· Needs to be 2 pages written answer
Summary of Written Exam Structure in 2012

· No Applied and Basic Sections
· 2 day exam
· 150 multiple choice and 5 essays/day
· Essays
· 6 available essays/day 
· Must answer 5 essays/day
· 2/6 = CORE / must answer
· Can choose remaining 3 from the 4 to answer
After the sub-committee meeting and essay development, the Exam Committee structure was separated into groups for further essay development and marking, which would remain for the oral examination.  Essay Topics were assigned to each room by the exam Chair.
2012 Written Examination Groups:

Jane Quandt (chair), Peter Pascoe, Tammy Grubb, Stephanie Berry 

Diane Wilson (chair), Alex Valverde, Gwen Touzot Jourde, Khursheed Mama 

Chris Egger (chair), Elizabeth Martinez, Manuel Martin Flores, Julie Smith 
Each Examiner was given one essay as their primary to develop further from the work of the essay sub-committee and come up with a key references answer.  Dr. Lydia Donaldson has a full list of essays and referenced answers to begin an ACVA essay bank.  The examination Chair attended the written examination in Lexington Kentucky in May.  This change was made to ensure that questions from the candidates can be answered.  Those candidates approved to write the examination in another location had a contact number for Dr. Sinclair and were also able to ask questions through the examination center.
2012 ACVA Certifying Examination Results
13/29 pass rate = 44.8% 
2 only wrote one day / 3 wrote both days 
· 8/18 pass – writing the exam for the first times 


= 44.4%
· 3/5 Pass – writing the exam both days 2nd time


 = 60%
· 2/3 Pass – writing the exam on one day only 2nd time = 67%
· Second time writers pass rate 5/8=62.5%
· >2 time pass rate 0/3 – 0%
Multiple Choice Examination Final Scores 
Day 1 – 66% SD 11, Max 83%  ; Min 33% 
Day 2 -  72% SD 7, Max 83%  ; Min 54%
Written Essay Examination Final Scores

Day 1 – 65%, SD 10, Max 78%; Min 38%
Day 2 -  61.3%, SD 7.8, Max 77%; Min 42%
· Final 2 day averages: 
65.47%, SD 8.25 
Max 77.6%; Min 41.77 %
Note: The final pass rate on the ACVA written examination was identified as a concern by members of the ACVA related to changes and the overall process.  This resulted in discussion within the college and need for further improvement in dialogue from the examination committee as the process continues to move forward.  Further discussion and improvement will continue. 
2012 Oral Examination
The oral exam committee groups remained and room assignments fit with the essay topics in most instances so that the examiners had a feel on the oral for what had already been asked.  Room assignments were as follows:

 Oral Examination Rooms:
Room 1 (A) Cases, Pain Management, Locals
Diane Wilson(chair), Alexander Valverde, Gwen Touzot Jourde, Khursheed Mama (alt)

Room 2 (B)Monitoring, ECG, Avian, Zoo
Chris Egger (chair), Manuel Martin Flores, Elizabeth Martinez, Julie Smith (alt)
Room 3(C) Radiographic Imaging, Emergency and Acid Base

Jane Quandt (chair), Peter Pascoe, Tammy Grubb, Stephanie Berry (alt) 
For the oral examination, all committee members met for one full day in advance of the actual examination.  Rooms discussed all questions and made revisions.  After this, the entire committee listened to the questions and a mock oral examination took place. The mock oral exam candidates were Drs. Peter Pascoe and Alexander Valverde.  This process allowed for discussion and debate on question wording and expected answers.  Once this examination finished, each room further revised the questions prior to the actual candidates the following day.  This process was initiated in 2011 and is vital to the oral examination.  It will continue in 2013.  

Oral Examination Results

13 candidates took the oral exam in 2012.  It was the first attempt at the oral exam for all candidates.  The one candidate who would be repeating the oral examination asked for a deferral.  For the oral, eight were first time candidates through the whole examination process.  Five candidates for the oral took 2 attempts to pass the written examination.  

 The oral examination pass rate was 100% in 2012.
2012 ACVA Examination Year Summary of changes (to date)
a) The essay sub-committee to develop essays will continue.  The room chairs will be assigned after the oral exam meeting for the upcoming year
b) Room chairs for 2013 are as follows: Tammy Grubb, Peter Pascoe, Alexander Valverde; with Examination Chair Chris Egger

Essay Examination Changes for 2013  (voted on at the exam meeting San Antonio 2012)
· 5 Essays numbers
a. No core
b. Still only 6 available/day
c. Have 4 hours MC
d. 5 hours essays
Reference List
Revision of the reference list is ongoing.  This list will be updated and available for the 2013.

Essay Topics

Essay topics will be defined and available to candidates

This list will be in alignment with the Multiple choice topics/sections of questions
Grading
The exam review committee and examination committee will continue to review the essay grading.  Essay grading categories have been re-defined.
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