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ACVA ESSAY DATABANK COMMITTEE – minutes 2014-15
Formed Spring 2013
Members 2013-14:								Essay Category Assignment
Melissa Sinclair -msinclai@uoguelph.ca   				complications, pathophysiology
Bruno Pypendop  -bhpypendop@ucdavis.edu				cardiovascular , pharmacology
Lesley Smith – smithl@svm.vetmed.wisc.edu				respiratory, equipment, other 
Ann Weil -aweil@purdue.edu						fluids elect, acid base, pain and local anesth techniques
 Erin Wendt-Hornickle - elwendt@svm.vetmed.wisc.edu			monitoring, case management

Committee Task:
To create an ACVA Essay Databank.  This committee will serve to identify, revise and highlight key ACVA essay questions that are currently available.  This bank essay questions will fit with the 12 developed categories and will be relevant to the expectations of the ACVA early entry diplomates.  This will minimize the duplication and workload of the ACVAA Examination Committee.
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· The essay databank committee chair will identify essays that fit with a category and assign 2-3 categories and associated essays to a committee member.  Committee members will review their assigned essay question to ensure it fits with the assigned category and is relevant to the current practice and knowledge required of entry level ACVA diplomate.  Each essay question will be revised to ensure it is an appropriate length and that more than 2 of the categories on the list are not represented.  Committee members will aim to review each question, refine the suggested reference answer from the ACVA reference list given to candidates.  

· Committee members will discuss their work via email, and teleconferencing.  

· The 2013-14 goal of the committee will be to:
· correctly assign and count the essays available from 2008-2012 to the appropriate category
· identify good solid essay questions requiring minimal revision in a given category 
· with and without developed essay answers
· identify poor essay question requiring major revision and not fitting with any category
· begin revisions on the good questions within a category for 2 years
  
ACVA Written Examination – Summary of Procedures and Policies to date
· No Applied and Basic Sections to the exam 
· 2 day exam

· 150 multiple choice and 5 essays/day
· 4 hours/day to answer  MC
· 5 hours /day to write the essays

· 6 available essays/day  for candidates
· Must answer 5 essays/day

Essay  Development Section Description

· 12 Essay Topics developed  by ACVAA essay subcommittee winter prior to written examination
· All members of this sub-committee are part of examination committee. Attendees are the ACVA exam room leaders (3), ACVA president elect, and ACVA current chair of examination committee and or past chair.
· Their goals are to develop 12 Excellent Essays (1/category; not overlapping species from previous year)
· Develop question stems
· Weighting assignment
· Note key points for answer to allow a pass and for the exam committee member to focus on when developing the essay answer
· Suggest references to be explored or followed by the exam committee member assigned to the question

Current Essay Categories Used in development of essay questions and Bank Assignment
· Essay categories developed used in 2012 and 2013 written examination
·  Essay categories will be given to candidates for 2013 exam year and onward
1. Pathophysiology of Disease
2. Core species (canine, feline, equine, ruminants, swine)
3. Other species 
4. Case management and application
5. Cardiovascular physiology
6. Respiratory physiology
7. Equipment, Circuits,  Physics
8. Pain
9. Pharmacology
10. Fluids Electrolytes, and Acid-Base
11. Complications and CPR
12. Monitoring
Essay Databank Committee Work in 2013

Category assignment to members May 2013
April-May: chair categorized essays available into 12 essay topics
June: individual essay sent to committee members to review, re-categorize as necessary (each member received 10-15 essays)
July-August: individual members selected 2 of the best essays within their categories to begin revisions
September :meeting in San Diego at ACVAA to discuss progress and future work


Essay Databank Meeting in San Diego, September 9th , 2013 (Weil, Smith, Pypendop)
	Members present discussed the essays currently finished and suitability of the essays with the referenced answers to go forward to Chris Egger for use.  The members also discussed problems moving forward giving the current changes and work required for the written ACVA examination. It was agreed that some essays sent to the members in a category were very poor and too lengthy.  Due to this, members would not spend their time revising these questions and developing answers, but choose 1-2 additional questions,which were clear and well worded already. The case management essays are the hardest to discuss and ensure question clarity without excessive overlap of topics.  Fluid therapy questions were also seen as too lengthy and difficult to revise.  Based on scoring the fluid therapy questions have been answered poorly which may reflect the poorly written questions.
	The members also requested the importance of knowing how candidates performed on the essays we were working on.  This could in part be used to decide which questions were well written.

The following is a list of the revised essays to date that were agreed to be acceptable to send to the Exam Committee Essay Development meeting in Chicago, January 10th, 2014. These were sent January 10th, 2014 to Dr. Chris Egger to consider at this meeting.

1) Core Species – Equine Hypoxemia
2) Monitoring –  NMB
3) Pathophysiology –CBF
4) CV physiology
5) Equipment and CO2 absorption
6) Pharmacodynamics –MAC
7) Respiratory Physiology
8) Pathophysiology of Disease
9) Pain

The committee will be revised and will continue forward in 2014 with additional databank essays.  As significant improvements have been made to the essay writing in 2012-2014 years, these essays will be looked at for fluids-electrolytes and case based questions.  Further emphasis will need to be put into these categories as previous ones were difficult to work with without completely re-writing.  


Members 2014-15:							Essay Committee
Melissa Sinclair -msinclai@uoguelph.ca   				
Manual Martin Flores  -			 
Ann Weil -aweil@purdue.edu						
 Erin Wendt-Hornickle - elwendt@svm.vetmed.wisc.edu			

The essays worked on and sent by the essay exam committee in 2014 ( as outlined above) were not discussed or used for the 2014 essay development meeting last year.  
Due to the concerns of the need for major revisions on some essay questions and formatting as well as lack of answer or two page answer for essays received from this committee, it was decided by the BOD to have the current essays categorized and sent to the databank manager (Doris Dyson).  With this the essays can be used and revised as required by the essay and examination committee.  The essays have greatly improved and become consistently written since 2012, so having the databank manager with access to these might improve re-usability.  Especially as the exam modifications continue forward in the future.


Respectfully Submitted;
Melissa Sinclair
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