			ACVAA Annual Report 2015 – MCQ Committee
· Exam 2015 distributed to MCQ EC (Multiple Choice Question Examination Committee) early Dec 2014 to allow sufficient time for review/edits by members. 
· Edits due to Database Manager (DBM) by mid-Feb to allow time for organization before meeting
· Meeting March 9, 10, 11 – Chicago O’Hare Marriot – Doris Dyson (DBM), Bonnie Hay Kraus (Chair), Mike Barletta, Maria Killos, Becky Johnson, Carolyn McCune. Exam finalized by Wednesday am.
· Other decisions/discussions:
1. Mike Barletta will be Chair of committee for 2016 
2. Additional suggestions for the Reference list – to be submitted to Exam Committee Chair
3. Decisions on % for level of difficulty – this was included in the 2012 Policies & Procedures as an area to be re-evaluated by the MCQ EC during the software update ~2013. 
Level-of-difficulty (2012) 
	Level 1 30%
	Level 2 30%
	Level 3 20%
	Level 4 15%
	Level 5 05%
	
	Suggestions 2015 for 2016 exam:
	Level 1 20%
	Level 2 20%
	Level 3 40%
	Level 4 15%
	Level 5 5%
4. There was disagreement amongst MCQ committee members with regard to the proportion of the questions that should come from current literature. Currently, only ~5% are taken from current literature. The opinion of some members is that, in keeping with many other specialty college certification examinations, the ACVAA should be testing candidate’s knowledge on the current literature regarding Veterinary Anesthesia and Analgesia. The MCQ Chair submitted this question to the BOD for guidance. At the June 2015 meeting, the ACVAA BOD voted on the following wording with regard to testing of candidates on current literature:
 'Exam questions taken from journal articles should be used to examine broad based topics that have major impact to the practice of veterinary anesthesia and avoid minutia and fine detail that has minimal impact'.
Journal article questions will now be categorized according to ‘Bloom’s taxonotomy’ and not automatically in Level 5 – a goal for the MCQ exam 2016 will be 5-10% of total exam questions to be journal article questions.

5. MCQ EC will create a ‘Drop Box’ account and will work on evaluation of the Clinical Competencies (source) and aligning the database with these competencies. – this was not completed for 2015 – it may be a project for future to align with the Job Task Analysis survey to ensure that all areas indicated as important for entry level diplomates are covered by the MC exam.

· Proofs of final exam to committee 3/11/2015, due to DBM 3/29/2015
· Final version of exam to Lydia Donaldson 
· Database Maintenance:
- ~40 questions submitted by ACVAA membership
- ~50 questions submitted by MCQ committee members
- ~15 questions DELETED from database each year when reviewed by MCQ committee

· Exam was distributed to members in June 2015 to allow maximum flexibility as the plan was for all current members to stay on the committee with no new members added.

· DBM and Chair attended the Job Task Analysis meeting at the ACVAA meeting in September 2015. Future plans should include ensuring that all knowledge areas are sufficiently coverage and % species and areas are properly aligned in the database. DBM has been working on this.

· MCQ committee members personally targeted individuals to write questions for the databank, they assigned specific topics of need to specific diplomate members. This was significantly more successful than a general call for questions from the membership at large or even new diplomates. This strategy yielded 98 new questions and were submitted to the DBM by Dec 1. New questions were added to the exam and then distributed to MCQ members for editing/weighting.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]No new members were added in 2015, Mike Barletta took over Chair responsibilities for 2016.

· 2016 meeting set for Feb 22-24, Chicago.

Respectfully submitted,

Bonnie L. Hay Kraus, DVM, DACVS, DACVAA
January 5, 2016



