Veterinary Anaesthesia and Analgesia Annual Report 2015

1. Progress reports 

Journal statistics compiled 15 Dec 2015: 
Total original submissions (excluding abstracts) 216 from 37 countries, up from 2014 and the same as 2013. Original submissions comprised research papers 68%, short communications 16%, letters 12%, reviews 4%. The overall acceptance rate excluding decisions on abstracts, editorial, perspectives and letters to the editor was 45%. 
Turnaround times: average 41 days from submission to first decision and average 138 days from submission to accept decision. 

Copyeditors:
Starting this year, every manuscript has been submitted to one of three Wiley copyeditors for checking for VAA style and suggestions for grammatical changes before being sent to production. This extra step appears to have improved consistency of published manuscripts.  

iThenticate
Manuscripts are now submitted to the iThenticate program to identify plagiarism and self-plagiarism. Authors are notified when plagiarism exists in their manuscript and are asked to rewrite the identified sentences. In cases of severe plagiarism, especially in the Discussion, the manuscript has been and will be rejected. 

ARRIVE and CONSORT guidelines
[bookmark: _GoBack]Use of these guidelines is being actively promoted by the editors. An editorial will appear in the January 2016 issue with free access for the year to increase understanding of how to incorporate these guidelines into the relevant manuscripts.

2. Market research 

Impact Factor
The 2 yr Impact Factor for 2014 is 1.720, maintaining the improvement achieved last year.  Although ranking for veterinary sciences slipped from 20/129 to 25/133, it is still good among the clinically related veterinary journals. After review, our conclusion about the journals that increased in rank was that the change was due to publication of papers with topic content of increased importance.

3. Awards

Veterinary Anaesthesia and Analgesia Prizes 2014 Issue 41
Each editor selected up to 10 manuscripts and submitted the titles to an external judge for evaluation. These three manuscripts were the winners:
The Langley Prize awarded by the Educational Trust of the AVA.
To Dianna Ovbey, Deborah Wilson, Richard Bednarski, Joe Hauptman, Bryden Stanley, Maryann Radlinsky, M Paula Larenza, Bruno Pypendop & Marlis Rezende for their paper entitled: Prevalence and risk factors for canine post-anesthetic aspiration pneumonia (1999–2009): a multicenter study. Vet Anaesth Analg 41 (2) 127-136.

The Wiley-Blackwell prize awarded by our publishers.
To Amanda McIlhone, Ngaio Beausoleil, Craig Johnson & David Mellor for their paper entitled: Effects of isoflurane, sevoflurane and methoxyflurane on the electroencephalogram of the chicken.  Vet Anaesth Analg 41 (6) 613-620.

The Dechra Analgesia Prize awarded by Dechra.
To Pedro Boscan, Shannon Cochran, Eric Monnet, Craig Webb & David Twedt for their paper entitled: Effect of prolonged general anesthesia with sevoflurane and laparoscopic surgery on gastric and small bowel propulsive motility and pH in dogs.  Vet Anaesth Analg 41 (1) 73-81.


4. Ipad App

The VAA App is in the final stages of the set-up phase now, and we expect it to be available soon.


The editors thank all authors and reviewers for their support of VAA, without which the journal would not be thriving.  

Respectively submitted,

Cynthia M. Trim and Shannon M. Axiak Flammer
Editors-in-Chief, Veterinary Anaesthesia and Analgesia



