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Minutes of April 7,  2016 Video-teleconference 
4 PM EST

In attendance:  Drs Smith, Egger, Weil, Love, Grimm, Kushner; Drs Hofmeister and  Dunlop joined at 4:30 

Administrative business

1.Approval of Agenda- all in favor

2. Approval of the minutes of March meeting - all in favor 

Old business 

1. Updates on VAA and Wiley negotiations- Dr Smith- there are 3 possible options for 

     VAA with proposals submitted to Wiley, Elsevier, and Sage and discussions are continuing 


between Wiley and AVA/ ACVAA  with possible decision to come within the next 2 weeks

A. Discussion on appointing volunteer deputy and section editors to help the editors with the workload
B. May also prepare the deputy editor for eventual position of editor; section editor would be responsible


for specialty sections, ie exotics; zoo etc

C. Request for the ACVAA to support funding  (~$2000.00) to send the deputy editor to attend one conference 
on editorial information and training 
 i.Take the cost out of royalties split between AVA and ACVAA?  

ii. Motion to cap cost at $2000.00 
iii. Dr Weil called for a motion to approval the positions; and funding; Drs Hofmeister moved and Love seconded; all in favor 
2.  Veterinary Mobility Act Clarification – Dr Smith –The statement issued clarifies that a veterinarian holding DEA registration to dispense controlled substances is not required to register in the state where dispensing occurs as long as the registrant holds license to practice veterinary medicine in a State . 
A. This Statement will be posted on the website under ‘news’

3.   ACVAA Career Achievement Award – Dr Smith- There are 6 nominees for the award and the nomination

packets have already been presented to Dr Dodam, chair of the Awards Committee. A deadline for rendering a decisionwas set at June 1.

4. Regional reallocation – was tabled for next month - by Dr Weil

5. CE certification announcements – Dr Smith- There was no good option available for publishing 
Announcements in JAVMA, AAHA and VPN with the exception of costly paid announcements. 


A. Drs Grimm and Love will look into other options *nb – an announcement has since been published in VPN.
New Business

1. Financial report and analysis- Dr Smith – Much discussion centered on the end of year financial report and 2016
 budget. 

A.  The college checking account balance is at $xxxxx as of March 2016. This represents a financial cushion from which operating expenses over and above income from dues and other sources has been taken over the past ~ 7 years.
B. Approximate $31,000 over-spending above ACVAA income in 2015 - with over-spending averaging ~10,000 over the last 7 years 
C. Contributing costs- oral exam ~ $ 20,000 (usually held in expensive cities and hotels); can be higher at the most expensive locales (e.g. San Diego). 
D.  Business meeting dinner ~$12,000/yr 
E. Job Task Analysis of 2015 – $45,000 – amortized over 5 yrs at 9,000/yr 
F. In person meetings: Prometric  cut score panel- $~ $10,500  plus cost of hotel and travel for panelists if held in-person
i. Look into holding cut score panel meeting in Madison at the Veterinary School 
ii.  Discussed options to hold cut score meetings/exam re-design meetings via videoconference that could keep cost to ~$10,500.
iii.  Must ascertain a qualified/experienced Prometric leader to host the cut score panel if meeting is via videoconference 
iv. Determine actual cost estimate from Prometric for future exams that will replace the oral exam- will cost be ongoing? Will cost rise? *n.b. a teleconference was held on April xxxx between Drs. Smith, Egger, and Dyson and 2 individuals from Prometric. Awaiting quote from Prometric on cost to use their BTL Surpass software and consultation services for the Exam Re-Design. 

v. Dr. Grimm - Try to get references from other groups who have worked with Prometric ? Dr. Smith – Prometric has worked well for ACVAA for quite a few years, they know our organization and previous inquiries into other testing expert services have resulted in similar price ranges. 

F. Dr Weil – called for motion to hold next cut score panel meeting via videoconfernce- Dr Dunlop motioned and Dr Love seconded – all in favor 

Dr. Smith will re-work a predicted 2016 budget after hearing back from Prometric. 

2. Support for Exam Re-design software organizational work – Dr Smith- Much work has gone into JTA and reorganization of the data bank of questions; much work is ongoing in investigating new software for a future computerized exam that would replace the oral exam. 

A. Discussed financial compensation ($2000.00) for this work being done; further discussion and consideration will continue at the May teleconference

3. ACVAA Student Award-– Dr Smith- overall cost is about $2000.00 for an award of a 1 yr subscription to
 VAA. 


A. Dr Hofmeister motioned to discontinue the award after end of this cycle (June) Dr Smith seconded; the motion carried with all in favor except one (Weil).

4.    Education Committee and speaker invitations, potential by-laws change – Dr Smith- discussion to clarify who is responsible for providing names of potential speakers for educational meetings outside of ACVAA organized meetings


A. Drs Messenger and Grimm will work on modifying the language 

5.  By-laws change – Credentials Committee – Dr Hofmeister –this involves language change clarifying the requirements that must be met prior to the certifying exam and prior to the final certification of diplomates  


A.  This clarifies that final case logs must be accepted and approved by the credentials committee by the 
completion of the residency program



i. Dr Smith- motion to approve the change; Dr Dunlop seconded- all in favor 

6.  Constitution change in language- Dr Smith   –Article V; Section 1 f and Section 2 f  1,2,3 - Honorary ‘diplomate’ 

A. Because of the ABVS recommendation that the term ‘diplomate’ should apply only to those who have 
achieved diplomate status through ACVAA certification,  ‘diplomate’ should  be replaced by ‘member’ –

i. Dr Hofmeister called for a motion to approve – Dr Smith- seconded ; all in favor

7. Inquiry from a medical student at the University of Malta- Dr Kushner – A 3rd yr medical student is requesting ACVAA interest in participating in a survey he has produced to investigate potential anesthestic related birth abnormalites in anesthesia personnel. 

A.  If he does provide a link to the survey it can be posted on the list serves.
Dr. Smith suggested that Dr. Kushner respond to this student that the BOD would like to see and approve the survey prior to it being sent to the ACVAA list serve. 

8.  Should we charge a fee for posting open positions on our website? - Dr Kushner - Frequently, human resources personnel, usually of private practices, ask what we charge to post advertisements for anesthesiologists on our website- is this something we should consider.  

a. .the BOD felt that we should not hinder opportunities for our diplomates by charging for these postings.  

9.  International scheduling of ketamine – Dr Smith- The UN Convention on Narcotic Drugs may reconsider a proposal to place ketamine under international scheduling, possibly listing it as a Schedule 1 drug 
 Dr Weil will work on a letter to be sent to the UNODC office in New York on behalf of the BOD of the ACVAA to express our opposition to this proposal 

10.  Survey poll for approval of Annual Meeting Dinner- Dr Smith- -More discussion about the cost of providing dinner and other potential options for replacement  


a. Dr.  Hofmeister suggested some rewording of the survey for clarity, possibly to reflect a per person cost rather than total cost. Dr. Smithwill email this survey to the BOD for approval prior to posting the survey on the website. *n.b. the Annual Business Meeting dinner survey has been put on hold until a survey regarding NAVAS support is finalized and posted to the diplomate list as a first priority. 

Motion to adjourn -Dr. Hofmeister moved,  Dr Smith seconded- meeting adjourned  at 6:11 PM EST.

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynne Kushner DVM, DACVAA 

ACVAA Executive Secretary 


