			ACVAA Annual Report 2016 – MCQ Committee
· Members:
· Chair: Michele (Mike) Barletta – barletta03@gmail.com	
· Date Bank Manager: Doris Dyson – ddyson@ovc.uoguelph.ca	
· Bonnie L. Hay Kraus – bhkraus@iastate.edu			 
· Rebecca Johnson – pipob@svm.vetmed.wisc.edu	
· Maria Killos - mariakillos@gmail.com	
· Carolyn McKune – mckunec@gmail.com 

· All members of the MCQ EC (Multiple Choice Question Examination Committee) were also appointed in 2015 and new members were not added to the Committee this year.
· Exam 2016 distributed to MCQ EC early November 2015 to allow sufficient time for review/edits by members. 
· Edits were sent to Database Manager (DBM) by mid-Feb 2016 to allow time for organization before meeting.

· The Chair (MB) asked Lydia Donaldson (ACVAA Executive Secretary) to email a request for new multiple choice questions to all ACVAA diplomates.
· The Chair (MB) solicited the other members of the Committee to ask ACVAA diplomates with interest in specific fields to submit new questions in their area of interest to increase the number of questions in the database. Number of new questions collected by the committee members in 2016 (including 5 new questions each member had to submit)
· Mike Barletta – 30 
· Bonnie L. Hay Kraus – 10
· Rebecca Johnson – 31 
· Maria Killos – 15 
· Carolyn McKune – 10 
· Volunteers – 5 
· New questions received this year = 96 
· New questions created during the meeting by the committee members and old questions modified (major changes) reclassified as ‘new’ = 33
· Total number of new questions = 129

· Meeting February 21-24, 2016 – Chicago O’Hare Marriot – Doris Dyson (DBM), Mike Barletta (Chair), Bonnie Hay Kraus, Becky Johnson, Maria Killos, Carolyn McCune. Exam finalized by Wednesday, February 24.
· Other tasks accomplished during the meeting:
· The MCQ EC reviewed (checked references, added notes/comments/suggestions) all the questions in the database archived under “Day 1 Questions” that were never recorded as used (thus used before 2011) – approximately 170 questions.
· Twelve questions from the database archived under “Day 1 Questions” were deleted (still 810 questions exist in Day 1).
· Few questions were also deleted from Day 2 (only among questions that were selected for this year exam). In Day 2 there are 701 questions in the database.
· Maria Killos will be Chair of the MCQ EC for 2017 

· Proofs of final exam to committee 2/26/2016, due to DBM 4/1/2016
· The written exam was scheduled on May 12-13, 2016
· Final version of exam was given to the ACVAA President-Elect Chris Egger on April 19, 2016. 

· DBM, Chair (MB), and Bonnie Kraus attended the ad hoc Exam Re-Design committee in July 2016. Future plans discussed during the meeting that involve the MCQ EC:
· A new software (ExamSoft) will be used to archive all multiple choice questions. The new platform will be used by the MCQ EC members to edit and review questions for the exam in 2017.
· The candidates will use ExamSoft to take the written portion of the exam in 2017 (computer-based written exam)
· The number of multiple choice questions will be reduced from 300 to 200 (100 questions per day).
· The oral portion of the exam will be eliminated in 2018. This portion will be substituted by the Clinical Competency Exam.

· During IVECCS/ACVAA Symposium (September 7-11, 2016 in Grapevine, TX), the President of ACVAA Lesley Smith, MB, Bonnie Kraus, and Erin Wendt-Hornickle (Chair of the Essay Question Committee in 2017) met to formulate a plan for the Clinical Competency Exam.
· Each member of the MCQ EC will write one question for the Clinical Competency component of the exam.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The format of the questions for the Clinical Competency exam will be discussed during the MCQ EC meeting in Feb-March of 2017. 


Respectfully submitted,

Michele Barletta, DVM, MS, PhD, ACVAA
October 31, 2016


