Credentials Committee Report for 2016

Chair: Erik Hofmeister
Committee: Turi Aarnes, Robert Brosnon, Bob Meyer, Carrie Schroeder

January– Candidate submitted a new research publication different than the one submitted with her credentials.  The committee approved this new submission.

January – Candidate filed an appeal of the committee’s decision to reject her credentials.  The committee supplied a summary of their assessment of the process to the appeals committee.

January A prospective resident candidate requested the committee review his pre-residency experience.  The committee recommended he obtain at least 10 weeks of general practice experience in order for him to fulfill the pre-residency experience requirement.

February – Pre-Residency Checklist created and approved by the committee to help programs and individuals identify is a residency applicant met the Bylaws’ standards for pre-residency experience.  This has decreased the number of requests the committee receives about pre-residency experience.

March – Modification to the ACVAA Bylaws to make the process clearer- part one to be completed before examination and part two to be completed before Diplomate status.  These were ultimately accepted by the College.

April – The committee approved a request by University of Melbourne for their resident to begin their program in February of 2016.

April – The committee changed the Policies and Procedures to remove reference to Short Communications and change the language of the acceptable subjects to anesthesia and analgesia.

April – The committee denied a pre-request to approve a manuscript by a candidate

June – The committee chair agreed that a candidate’s  manuscript published in VA&A "Stress-related biomarkers in dogs administered regional anaesthesia or fentanyl for analgesia during stifle surgery" VA&A 2016: 43: 4554 would fit within the given timeline restrictions for a publication.

July – The committee changed the Policies and Procedures to make it clear that the number of cases requirement 
were individual anesthesia episodes, not individual patients.

July – The committee chair agreed that a prospective resident pre-residency experience seemed obviously acceptable.

August – The committee chair agreed that a candidate  being off clinics for 14 weeks of a program due to injury was acceptable, as the RTS actually recommends 16 weeks off a year.

September – The committee chair agreed that a prospective resident  pre-residency experience was obviously acceptable.

September – The committee approved the pre-residency experience requirement of another prospective resident. .

November – The committee identified the problem of different wording with respect to when a publication needs to be _submitted_ for credentials.  The Bylaws state it must be submitted before credentials are submitted September 1st.  All material should be aligned with this requirement.

December – The committee approved a new standard letter of reference checklist format for future letter writers for credentials submission.

December – The committee denied the pre-residency experience requirement for a prospective resident.
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Plan for 2017:
1) Should current CC decisions apply for the future (e.g. pre-residency experience approval)?  If so, a Bylaws change is necessary.
2) Re-application after failing a cycle (3 exams) – any documentation required?
