		Board of Directors -  Teleconference  June 20th  9AM EDT
	  
 Agenda:  to receive, discuss and approve the results of the May 2017 written (computerized)  certifying exam held May 6,7 , 2017    
In attendance -Drs. Wilson, Weil, Smith, Grimm, McMurphy, Wendt-Hornickle,  Egger, Kushner 

1.	Dr. Wendt-Hornickle ( Exam Committee chair)   discussed the written (computerized) exam which was  administered on  May 6, 7,  in Madison WI ,  Queensland, Australia and London, UK.  

2.	Exam Committee members:  Drs. Erin Wendt-Hornickle (chair),  P Burns, T. Doherty, L Love, N. Guerrero, L. Bidwell, S. Beazley, L. Wetmore, K. Bailey, C. Baetge, A. Wiese, , V. Salazar, C. Egger ( ACVAA President -Elect; BOD liason).  

3. 	The Exam : There were 27 candidates taking the exam;  24 were taking it for the first time; 1 wrote in Australia  ( College of Veterinary Medicine in Queensland,  proctored by Dr. Margie McEwen )  and 4 wrote  in UK (  Royal Veterinary College,  London,  proctored by  Dr. Chiara Adami )  
	a. In the US, the exam site was Madison, WI at the College of Veterinary Medicine proctored by  Dr. Wendt- Hornickle and Dr. Kushner. There was one candidate who submitted  a special accommodation  request  and wrote the exam in a separate room proctored by Dr. Kushner.  
	b. This was the first year that the ‘written ‘ exam was computerized using the platform ExamSoft. 
	c. There were 200 MCQ  ( 100/morning)  and most candidates completed  the MCQ  portion in less than the allotted time of  4 hours.  Candidates were instructed to choose 5/6 essay questions in each afternoon.      
	
4.	Problems-  On the afternoon of Day 1 (1 computer)   and on day 2  ( 3 computers) of the examination there  were problems of computers freezing. In all instances, the computers were MACs and required a restart which resolved the problem without losing any of the candidate’s answers. An attempt to contact Examsoft  via the provided telephone number was made during the first freeze but was unsuccessful. 
  
5. 	Scoring 
	a. There were 9 MCQ questions that performed poorly, so all candidates received credit for all those 9 questions. 
	  b.  In total, 25 essays (9%) involving 10 of the 12 questions required a second look by examiners. Eleven of these were for a single question. This second look rate is a little higher than previous years. Three of the questions required formal regrades by a third individual. The regrade scores from the third examiner were equal to the lowest of the scores given by the two original examiners in all instances.	
	c. The Exam committee  in a subsequent meeting  discussed to vote to accept the panel recommended cut score of 138 for MCQ  which  would result in a 56 % pass rate. (The Beuk adjustment ( compromise) resulted  in a raw score of 131 and a 63% pass rate.)
	d. For the essays, the panel recommended cut score was a raw score of 34/50 and a pass rate of 59% 
	e. The overall raw cut score for total exam was 274 which resulted  in 15/27 ( 59% ) candidates passing and 12/27 failing ( 44%)
  
6.	BOD discussion 
	a. The BOD discussed these scores and report. There were 2 candidates who were 1 and 2 points below the passing raw cut score; the next lowest score was far below that.   
	b. The BOD discussed  to amend the committee’s recommendation for the MCQ portion  to more closely reflect the Beuk adjustment by accepting a cut score to 1 SE below the cut score panel recommended score.   The BOD discussed however, to keep and accept the exam committee’s recommended  cut score  for the essay portion  of the exam.
	c. This alteration resulted in the overall raw passing cut score of 271, with  17/27 passing and a  63% pass rate. 
	d. A  motion then was made to reduce the MCQ  pass score to 1 SE of Adjustment  to bring scores closer to the Beuk adjustment, but to keep the cutscore for the essay section.  Dr. McMurphy seconded; all were in favor. 

7. 	Other details: 
16/24 First time test takers passed; 1/1 of the 3rd time test takers passed; and 0/2 who were multiple test takers passed. 
Three candidates who passed the exam failed the essay section.  No candidates who passed the exam failed the multiple choice section.

Meeting was adjourned, 10:05 AM 

Respectfully submitted,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lynne Kushner, DVM, DACVAA
ACVAA Executive Secretary 
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