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The appeals committee has examined the petition of an individual failing the written exam. The
individual received a score of 68.3% when the cut score was set at 72.2%.
The appeals committee reviewed the petition, the response to the petition from the Chair of the ACVAA
Examination Committee and the Policies and Procedures of the ACVAA regarding petitions. The
committee identified that the petition has two separate components. The first component relates to the
grading of the multiple choice section of the examination. The candidate is asking for consideration of
answers to the multiple choice questions that were written on the scrap paper provided, and that due to
nervousness they failed to mark the correct circle of the exam. The candidate scored 125 on this portion
of the exam, the passing score was 135. The Chair of the ACVAA Exam Committee did not feel that this
request was valid as if one candidate’s examination was verified the process would not be equitable and
fair for all candidates. The exam appeals P&P does not identify answers not on the exam answer sheet
(transcription errors by candidates) as grounds for an appeal, therefore the appeals committee denies
this appeal.
The second part of the petition was related to the length of the essay questions being limited to 4000
characters per essay. Based on historical precedence on space limitations of hand‐written essay exams
in the ACVAA written examination, a limit of 4000 characters was set by the examination committee.
The candidate’s total score on the essay portion was 128, the approved cut‐score was 136. As standard
procedure, three examiners marked each question within the written exam. In the event of a mark
discrepancy, the examinations are re‐evaluated as standard procedure. In the case of the candidate in
question, the examiners’ grades for the essays were consistent and robust. The exam appeals P&P does
not accept the length of the essay as grounds for appeal, the length was carefully determined and was
applied for all candidates. The appeals committee denies this appeal.
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