
January 6th, 2019

To: ACVAA President, Chris Eger
CC: Executive Secretary, Lynne Kushner; Chair of the Education Committee, Peter J. Pascoe
From: Chair of the ACVAA Annual Meeting Committee, Yael Shilo-Benjamini

Subject: 2018 Annual Meeting Committee Activity Report 

Committee members: Courtney Baetge, Geoffrey Truchetti, Kirsten Wegner, Julie Smith and Yael Shilo-Benjamini (Chair).

Summary:
1. Attendance
a. At IVECCS
A total of 55 ACVAA attendees were registered to IVECCS.  
Of them 42 diplomates and 13 residents.
IVECCS identified another 35 that were registered as VECCS members, but were identified as ACVAA related (this information is not clear- how these were identified or if it is indeed correct).
[bookmark: _GoBack]* Diplomates who instructed the wet/dry labs might have not required to register, but I wasn’t able to confirm this. 
* VECCS members receive discount on registration; therefore, some ACVAA members/residents register as VECCS. 
* This issue results in less income to our college, because the ACVAA gets 20% on each ACVAA registration.
* Maybe there should be a discussion of renewal of the current contract with VECCS? Maybe it will be possible for our members to register as both ACVAA and VECCS, so they can still get the discount, and the ACVAA can still get their share in registration?  
* All this may not be relevant as soon as NAVAS will launch its own conferences and the ACVAA meeting will be joining NAVAS. But, apparently this will not happen soon. 
 
b. At the ACVAA Meeting
A total of 42 diplomates were present the meeting + 6 called in.
* This is considered low attendance (in comparison to 65-76 in former years), which usually occurs in years when the WCVA takes place.
* It was suggested that the ACVAA meeting during these years might take place with the WCVA (as the AVA and ECVAA do).
* This issue should be brought up to the BOD and it should be considered to let college members to vote on that. 

2. Financial oversight
a. Costs $31,578
· Scientific meeting:  $3,815 (costs of Omnipress, abstracts and abstract awards)
· ACVAA hosted the AVT /ACVAA luncheon this year: $9,643 
· Diplomate business meeting- $14,918 (F&B)
· Audio-Visual for the events- $1,573 
· Awardees attendance cost- $1,629
* Due to underestimation the number of attendees from 2017, this year the number was overestimated, which led to waste of food and money.
* This issue with knowing the number of attendees prior to the meeting was a problem in former years as well.
* Maybe we should request our college diplomates (via our mailing list) to email one of the committee members a head of time so we would be able to anticipate the exact number. 
* Other points to think of are the location and timing of the meeting:
Location – A location off site may be preferable for several reasons (costs, better food), however, diplomates may prefer to stay at the primary conference hotel.
The committee discussed moving the 2018 meeting, but eventually it was decided to stay at the premises. 
*Gaylord hotels are always at some distance from other restaurants (not a walking distance). This year the resident/dip reception from Akorn was only 3 blocks walk from the hotel in New Orleans and very few came. 
*If an off-site restaurant is chosen, then we would need to rent a bus, which costs money. But, it might be cheaper to do it off-site and rent a bus than staying at the hotel.
Timing – If the meeting will stay at the premises, then maybe it can be moved to an earlier time in the day (early morning for example), because costs will be reduced during day time. 
*The committee should inquire whether diplomates prefer in-site or off-site location for the meeting, and if in-site is preferred, then moving the meeting to early morning should be discussed. If early morning, then it should be decided soon, because the rooms are already scheduled around February.
*A breakfast meeting with fruits, pastries and coffee/tea may reduce costs significantly. We can have a survey (early morning meeting wasn’t an option in the survey from 2016), or if the BOD approves it, then we can try it this coming year to see how it goes, and then ask for a feedback and perform the survey (as it is easier for people to see how it is, and then know exactly what they are voting for/against).

b. Sponsorships $12,500
· $6,000 from Midmark - specifically for the luncheon
· $3,000 from Hallowell - specifically for resident MDR
· $1000 from Smiths Medical specifically for the abstract awards
· $1,500 from Jurox - towards the annual meeting 
· $1,000 from Zoetis - towards the annual meeting
· 4,000-5,000? from Akorn - Direct coverage (off site) of resident reception. This year, it took place off site. The costs were reduced and the food was great (so people said), however, only few people came.

* Committee members discussed that in the next years we will put more efforts and contact optional sponsors earlier in the year in order to increase meeting sponsorships.
* During the 2018 conference, several of our Committee members started talking with potential sponsors in the exhibit hall. 
It was surprising to find out that many companies have no idea that the ACVAA existed or that anesthesia is a specialty of veterinary medicine.
The following list includes companies who showed interest in sponsoring our college in upcoming meetings:
· Sonosite (fujifilm): interested, especially for abstracts or other ways to contact the whole diplomate group - Contact : Brad McHugh, director, Mobile : 425.951.0123brad.mchugh@fujifilm.com; 
· PetMAP (cardiocommand) : interested, but had no idea what is the ACVAA. Contact : Jerry Maass, president/COO; jmaass@cardiocommand.com; 813.289.5555 #225
· HotDog Patient Warming: interested, but wanted to know more about how it works. Contact: (who had no idea what is the ACVAA) John Bayard, Senior Product Manager, 952.465.3527; jbayard@augbiomed.com 
· Digicare: they already gave money / equipment to IVECCS for labs (locoregional blocks), but worth contacting for other sponsorship. Contact: Amanda Goetz, director of sales operations, 561.689.0408 #13, cell 321.946.0100
· SmartFlow (belongs to IDEXX): Ivan Zack, CEO of SmartFlow. He said that he will have to check with higher authority, but he was very keen to sponsor us. He knows very well the ACVAA as he worked (and still works) with some of us to develop SmartFlow. 
Contact: ivanzak@smartflowsheet.com

* Another idea was to standardize how we interact with sponsors, especially in what we offer in return of their support. We could offer different level of sponsorship. Is this an option?

3. Annual Meeting Feedback Survey 
The committee prepared a specific survey for the ACVAA meeting (including ACVAA specific focus lectures; Appendix A), as it is very difficult if not impossible, to get this information from the IVECCS survey.
* Eventually, the survey was not sent.
* It should be considered by the BOD and the president whether such feedback from college members is important for the Annual Meeting and the Education Committees in preparation and for improvement the next meetings. 
* If it is decided that such feedback survey should be sent, then it must be done at the beginning of the meeting or during the meeting. Therefore, the setup for the survey should be prepared before the meeting.

4. ACVAA specific CE certification
The committee prepared a specific certification for college members (Appendix B), as some people are required to submit specific Anesthesia & Analgesia CE to keep their licenses where they practice.
The availability to receive such a certification was brought up to college members, and whoever was interested had to ask the Executive Secretary to send it.

5. Collaboration with the Executive Secretary
The committee discussed ways to improve our involvement during the meeting, especially regarding how we could help Lynne Kushner with coordination of all the events. One idea was to help her with small things; such as making sure the sound system works for the business meeting, so that she can focus on the overall coordination
* The Committee would like to express the willingness to assist the Executive Secretary, and we wish that she will not hesitate to ask for our help during the next meetings.

6. Collaboration with the Education Committee
The committee chair was in contact with Prof. Peter Pascoe, Chair of the Education committee, regarding the scientific part of the meeting, but it was already after the scientific program was done.
Prof. Pascoe was also involved in the decision regarding the number of hours of Anesthesia and Analgesia CE of the Anesthesia & Analgesia program for the certification.



Appendix A Feedback Questionnaire

Thank you for attending the 2018 ACVAA Annual Meeting. 
This short questionnaire will take only a few minutes to complete. 
Your feedback is greatly appreciated. 
1. How would you rate the ACVAA Resident's review session (Friday, Sep 14th)? 
	  
	Excellent
	Very good
	Good
	Fair
	Poor

	1.  NSAIDs / Messenger
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	2.  Propofol / Pascoe
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	3.  Exam review / Love
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	4. Opioids / Pascoe

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	5. Inhalant anesthetics / Cremer
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1



Comments (please specify) 

 

2. How would you rate the ACVAA special focus seminars (Sunday, Sep 16th)?
	  
	Excellent
	Very good
	Good
	Fair
	Poor

	1.  Massive transfusion / Duchesne
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	2.  Damage control resuscitation / Duchesne
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	3.  Transfusion-related immunomodulation / Spitalnik
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	4. Modern preclinical approaches to discovery & evaluation of novel analgesics / Andrews 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	5. Methods for assessing the presence of ongoing pain in non-human primates / Andrews
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	6. The non-human special group: a bridge between vets and lab scientists / Andrews
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1



Comments (please specify)  

3. How would you rate the ACVAA special focus seminars (Monday, Sep 17th)?
	  
	Excellent
	Very good
	Good
	Fair
	Poor

	1.  Pathophysiology of hemolytic transfusion reactions / Spitalnik
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	2.  Anatomic mechanisms of inhaled anesthetic action / Brosnan
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	3.  Molecular mechanisms of inhaled anesthetic action / Brosnan
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	4. All in the head: intracranial hemodynamics in the anesthetized horse / Brosnan
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	5. Lyposome encapsulated bupivacaine / Kaye
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	6. Gastroesophageal reflux / Wilson
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1



Comments (please specify)  


4. How would you rate the social program? 
	  
	Excellent
	Very good
	Good
	Fair
	Poor

	1. ACVAA Resident's reception
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	2. ACVAA-AVT luncheon
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	3. ACVAA Business meeting and reception
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1



Comments (please specify)  

5. What specific topic(s) would you like to see included in next year's annual conference? 

6. Please share any additional comments and/or suggestions you may have. 

Thank you for your input!
Bottom of Form








Appendix B Anesthesia and Analgesia CE Certification

[image: ]
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EEI AMERICAN COLLEGE OF
VETERINARY ANESTHESIA
ACVAA AND ANALGESIA

This is to certify that

Dr.

Attended the 2018 Annual Meeting of the
American College of Veterinary Bnesthesia and Analgesia
New Orleans, Louisiana, September 14-18 2018

This  program oﬁzrs a total of 40 hours Anesthesia and ﬂnalbesia syecﬁc CE credits

Christine M. Egger, Dipl ACVAA Lynne Kushner, DVM, Dipl ACVAZA
President-ACVARA Executive Szcretmy-ﬂ(?\/ﬂﬂ
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